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The hymn exclaims, ‘This is the day of new beginnings,” and it is- not
only is this the beginning of a new year, but a way of communicating the
District, Conference and Church-wide news. As we have been mentioning
for the last several months (and requesting email addresses), our District
newsletter becomes E -News with this issue. Obviously, Y OU are receiving
this communication, but there may be some others who will not (retirees and
local church leaders). If you know a retiree, or church leader who desires the
E-News, we would appreciate it if you would encourage them to send their
email to the District office (cvsec@zoominternet.net), or make “hard copies”
and pass one along to them

THANK YOU....

To all who attended the annual District Christmas Party. It was a joy
for Becky and myself to share this special holy season with you. Asbury
UMC and Jay Hitt provided wonderful hospitality and entertainment and you
were extremely generous with your gifts to us (Becky had me hanging the
lighted snowflake the next day). May God light your way in this New Y ear
and guide you down paths of joy and peace.

Flood buckets are desperately needed for all
the areas that have been flooded. Sager
Brown has shipped more than 5,000 flood
buckets to affected areas and is now down to 200 buck-
ets. We are going to be collecting Flood Buckets at the
Conference Center, a local drop off site for Flood Buck-
ets is Paradise UMC on Route 982. Please follow care-
fully the recipe for the Flood Buckets. If you desire to
send a monetary gift, please give to the Domestic Disas-
ter Response, UMCOR Advance #901670 with a desig-
nation for Midwest Flooding Relief.

For more information, contact
Rev. Stephen Moore
WPAUMC Disaster Response Co-Coordinator
Phone: 724-887-5045 (Home) - 814-730-8287 (Cell)
Email: disaster.response@wpaumc.org

Rev. Barry Ritenour has clean five gallon buckets and
lids, if anyone needs any. (814)629-9884

The deadline to submit information to be included in the
March/April E-news is February 15, 2010. E-news

articles will not be accepted after the 15th of the month prior to
the next E-newsletter .
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Congress on Evangelism
January 21-23, 2010

Four Points Sheraton,
Cranberry Twp, PA
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Keynote Speakers include: ;

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton
Dr. H. Eddie FoX - pirector of Worid Methodist Evangelism
Dr. George E. Morris - senior Professor of World Evangelism

Instructive Workshops and Inspiring Worship

Watch for updates and online registration at:
www.wpaumec.org
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January 5—7
February 2—4
February 16—18

January 13
January 16
January 19
January 21
January 22
January 25
January 31
February 6
February 10—11
February 13
February 21
February 28

UPCOMING EVENTS

CONFERENCE

Cabinet Meeting—OImstead Manor
Cabinet Meeting — Conference Center, Cranberry Twp.
Cabinet Meeting—Conference Center, Cranberry Twp.

DISTRICT

Original Incubator Group Meeting—Stahlstown
DCOM—Scottdale Christ

District Resource Council 7pm—Paradise

Lay Ministry School Team Mesting

District Y outh Snow T ubing E vent—Seven Springs
District Outreach Team Meeting 7pm—District Office
PPSRC Training 2pm —T o Be Announced
DCOM—uUniontown: Asbury

Bishop's Overnight Retreat for Clergy—Camp Allegheny
PPSRC Training 10am—2pm—T o Be Announced

Lay Ministry School
Lay Ministry School

Uniontown: Asbury
Uniontown: Asbury



DISTRICT FAMILY

7 JaX ANNIVERSARIES
GRS
JANUARY

Barry & Kim Ritenour 1

=

Paul & Patsy Wilson
Denton & Cathie Lester 4
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0
ot oughts &

rayers
Y are with...

Snow Tubing Event

CONNELLSVILLE DISTRICT YOUTH
Friday, January 22, 2010
6-8 P.M.
At SEVEN SPRINGS
$15.00 PER PERSON
Food available at food court

REGISTRATION AND FULL PAYMENT DUE BY

JANUARY 10H
Make checks payable to seven springs

SIGNED snow tubing release form NEEDED
Found on seven springs website.

Contact:

Tammy Purbaugh
409 Village Way, Somerset PA, 15501
(814) 443-4989
TJPURBAUGH@VERIZON.NET
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The hymn ms, OThis is t
and it is- not only is this the beginning of a new year, but a way
of communicating the District, Conference and Church-wide
news. As we have been mentioning for the last several months
(and requesting email addresses), our District newsletter

becomes E-News with this issue. Obviously, YOU are receiving

this communication, but there may be some others who will not
(retirees and local church leaders). If you know a retiree, or

church leader who desires the E-News, we would appreciate it if
you would encourage them to send their email to the District

office (cvsec@zoominternet.net) , or make ohard

one along to them.
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Francis Storer
Anne Marie Phipps
Caleb Hildbold
Terry Trudgen
Charles Black

dayropgitt New begin

Arnold Husk
Frank Sherman
Bridget Hill
Tom Brown

Elliott Hill
Seglinde Becker

DISTRICT FAMILY

FEBRUARY

BIRTHDAY S
5 Candy Shirer
. Jennifer Black
Norma Husk
8 .
Eric Raygor
13 K aren Sholtis
15 K atie Polowsk
ni ngs ,
Raymond Hill
20 James Peterson
21 Sharon Brown

22 Joel Peterson

28 Ruth Campagna

29 Tony Fulton

31 Donna Freidhof
Amy Tucker
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The Ruth M. Smith Center

Director Position Opening

The Search Committee of the Ruth M. Smith Center is trying to publicize the posting
of the Director position to ensure that we reach a person who desires to be in mis-
sion and has the qualifications for the position.

The candidate must have an undergraduate degree in social work or business man-

agement and must possess a heart for mission with a Christian understanding relat-

ing to the care of residents, supervision or the daycare facility and the supervision of

employees. With the assistance of the Finance Committee of the Board of Directors,
the candidate will help construct a financial development program for the Ruth M.

Smith Center in Sheffield, PA. Experience in supervision and grant applications
helpful but not required. We are an equal opportunity employer. Salary based on
experience.

Please send resume to Search Committee, 4813 Victoria Way, Erie, PA 16509 or via
email to Donna Burkhart at dlb4813@roadrunner.com.

Confirmation Class Days

At the United Methodist Conference Center for 2010

Friday, February 19 Friday, March 5
Morning: 9:30 amd 12:30 pm Morning: 9:30 amd 12:30 pm
Afternoon 1:30 pmd 4:30 pm Afternoon: 1:30 pmd 4:30 pm

Friday, March 19 Friday, April 30
Morning: 9:30 amd 12:30 pm Morning: 9:30 amd 12:30 pm
Afternoon 1:30 pmd 4:30 pm Afternoon: 1:30 pmd 4:30 pm

Saturday, May 1
Morning: 9:30 amd 12:30 pm

Watch for updates and online registration at www.wpaumc.org

The Congress on Evangelism 2010

Restore * Rebuild * Renew
January 51 8, 2010
The Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans

Featured Speakers:

William P. Youngd Author of The Shack
Rudy Rasmusd St. Johns, Houston
Bishop Minerva Carcano, Desert Southwest
Kenda Creasy Deand Princeton
Bishop Bill Hutchinsond Louisiana
Jim Walkerd Hot Metal Bridge, Pittsburgh, PA
Bishop Will Willimond Wesley Study Bible

Registration Fee:  $170 Single
$210 Couple

NAUME Members: $85 Single
$105 Couple

Register online at www.CongressOnEvangelism.org
Or Mail to:
Congress on Evangelism Registrar
PO Box 1420
Lake Junaluska, NC 28745
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ALPINE WONDERS AND THE OBERAMMERGAU
PASSION PL AY 2010

Nine Day E uropean Adventure
Depart July 6, 2010
From New York for $2798 (reduced by $200)

Your Journey will include:
Round Trip Airfare
Deluxe Motorcoaches
Wonder ful Alpine Accommodations
Guided Sightseeing
E ntrance Fees
Daily E uropean Breakfasts
Full Dinner Daily
And much morel!

Visit ww.eo.travelwithus.com for infor mation and registration.
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Jeff Painter Ministries, Inc.

"Welcoming people to experience the heart of G od through worship."

Jeff's passion is to lead people into the manifest Presence of the L ord through worship; allowing the

Truth and compassion of the L ord to minister healing, hope and deliverance to His people.

He has twice won the National Christian Artists Award in instrumental music awarded at the Chris-

tian Artist Seminar in East Park, CO.

He has led numerous seminars on worship, restoration, and forgiveness.

Over the years, Jeff has been a part of many endeavors within the United Methodist Church of

Western Pa.

Eric Park, (Washington District Superintendent) recently shared this recommendation after Jeff

did a worship/concert for a district event.

"Jeffds gifts as a musician ar e
E ven more impressive, however, is the spirit of humility and
reverence in which he offers them. Jeff creates a sturdy bridge
between traditional hynnody and newer expressions of praise.
He communicates a beautiful sense of urgency in worship,
thereby helping a congregation to understand that glorifying
God in not simply an isolated activity, but a way of life"

Jeff is now in full time ministry doing worship/concerts and seminars.

not hing

His prayer is that "churches would experience God through worship in such a way that hearts are
restored, hopeis rebuilt and vision is refreshed with as anticipating faith that believers the bests

still to come. "

If you are interested in having Jeff come and share with your church or want to find out more about

JPM then please visit his web-site.

www.ieffpainterministries.com

or call:

(412) 913-5549
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CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

WPAUMC Congress on Evangelism at Four Points Sheraton, Cranberry will be held January 21-23, 2010
(see details elsewhere in the Newsletter).

The Connellsville District lay Ministry School will be offered on five Sunday afternoons in February and
March (details are listed elsewhere in the Newsletter).

The National Congress on Evangelism in New Orleans- January 5-8, 2010 (see details elsewhere in the
Newsletter.

United Methodist Communications is offering online learning in the “Four Areas of Focus” (L eadership
Development, Church Growth, Ministry to the Poor and Global Health). The course will be available,
online, beginning February 1, 2010 at moodle.umcom.org.

General Board of Discipleship is sponsoring a “Wesley Pilgrimage In England” May 11-21, 2010. Pilgrim-
age leaders are; Dr. Paul Chilcote, Dr. Steven Manskar, Rev. Anita Wood and Dr. Tim Macquiban. Y ou can
register for this 3 CEU event by visiting www. bbod.orgAWesleyPilgrimage.

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (PTS) is offering online courses as well as lectures, concerts and trips. For
a complete list of their offerings, contact PTS at www. pts.edu/pneuma.

A national competition scholarship (Harding Scholarship) is being offered by Methodist Theological School
in Ohio (MTSO). This full scholarship, plus a $10,000 annual stipend for a person accepted into one of the
MT SO master’'s degree programs. Application deadline is Februaryl, 2010. For complete information con-
tact the seminary at www. mtso.edu/harding.

Penna. State Pastors Conference- November 9-11, 2010 (see details elsewhere in the Newsletter).

Bishop Bickerton will again meet with District (Connellsville and Johnstown) pastors, at an overnight gath-
ering February 10" and 11™. This gathering will be held at Camp Alleghany. All pastors are expected to
attend this event. If you cannot attend, or need financial assistance to attend, you need to contact Superinten-
dent Sherman. Cost of the event (meals and lodging) is $70.00.

CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

District Superintendent Sherman will be conducting training events on the new “Living and Working Conditions of
the Pastor” for clergy and Pastor-Parish Staff Relations Committee (PPSRC) members on Sunday, January 31st
(2PM) and Saturday February 13" (10 AM and 2 PM) at different sites around the District. Pastors and PPSRC are
only required to attend one of the training sessions. Participants will receive a letter notifying them of the sites loca-
tions.

United Methodist Course of Study, Buffalo, NY , Extension of Wesley Theological Seminary

Weekend Courses for Part-Time L ocal Pastors. January 15-16, February 12-13, March 12-13, April 30—May 1,
August 20-21, September 17-18, October 15-16 & November 12-13, 2010. Courses run for 2 weekends at a time.
Different courses offered. Admission requirements, the Buffalo E xtension serves persons who desire to continue to
serve as Part-time L ocal Pastors. Requirements for enrollment include High School Diploma, Recommendation by
District Superintendent, Recommendation by conference Board of Ordained Ministry (L ocal Pastor Registrar), Com-
pletion of Candidacy Studies, Completion of L ocal Pastor’s Licensing School. Registrations are due 60 days prior to
the first day of class. A $75.00 non-refundable fee for each course is required with the registration. Registration
forms may be downloaded from our website: www.wnyboom.org/home.htm or call (716) 677-0802 to have aregis-
tration mailed to you. Cost per course $495.00 (tuition $350, Meals $40, Dorm Room $30, Non-refundable registra-
tion fee $75). L ocation is Houghton College West Seneca Campus, 810 Union Road, West Seneca, NY 14224
(716) 677-0802.

Methodist Theological Schoal in Ohio announces a National Competition. The Harding Scholarship, Full tuition
plus $10,000 annual stipend. Requirements: Nomination by a judicatory official, undergraduate faculty member or
undergraduate chaplain, Application and acceptance in one of these MT SO master's degree programs: Master of Di-
vinity, Master of Arts in Counseling Ministries, Master of Arts in Christian E ducation, Master of Theology Studies,
A qualifying essay, A minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.60 on a 4.00 scale, For finalists, attendance at interviews
February 15-16, 2010 on the MT SO campus.

Apply at www.mtso.edu/harding. Deadline is February 1, 2010.

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary are offering the following E vents.

The Life and Thought of Thomas Merton, January 10-15, 2010 at K earns Spirituality Center.

Main Themes in Orthodoxy: How an Ancient Tradition [llumines our World, January 13, 20 and 27, 2010, 7-8:30 pm
The Brain Technique for Preaching without Notes, January 26, 2010 1-4 pm.

Immersion Weekend: An Invitation to a Deeper Spiritual Life, January 28-31, 2010.

For more information, please contact Office of Continuing Education, 616 N. Highland Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
15206 (412)924-1345 or ConkE d@pts.edu, www. pts.edu.
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NC D Coach Training E vents

Each Coach Training Session is open to anyone

who wants to attend, lay or clergy. Each Coach

Training Session consists of a part 1 and a part 2

and folks should try to attend part 1 prior to part
2, but can attend them in different locations.

Folks can register online at the
WWW.Wpaumc.com website.

Any questions can be directed to Rev. Sharon
Schwab at 814-558-4973 or

| ndiana. district@wpaumc.org.

Wednesday, February 3
Saturday, February 6
Sunday, February 7
Saturday March 20

Wednesday, March 10
Saturday, March 13
Sunday, March 14
Saturday, April 17

NCD Training Date

Coach Training 1
Coach Training 1
Coach Training 1
Coach Training 1

Coach Training 2
Coach Training 2
Coach Training 2
Coach Training 2

NCD Coach Training by Site

Corry First

Brookville Evangelistic
Arnold

Brush Run

Corry First

Brookville Evangelistic
Arnold

Brush Run

Wednesday, February 3 CoachTraining1l Corry First

Wednesday, March 10

Saturday, February 6
Saturday, March 13

Sunday, February 7
Sunday, March 14

Saturday, March 20
Saturday, April 17

Coach Training 2

Coach Training 1
Coach Training 2

Coach Training 1
Coach Training 2

Coach Training 1
Coach Training 2
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Corry First

Brookville Evangelistic
Brookville Evangelistic

Arnold
Arnold

Brush Run
Brush Run

10-3
10-3
2:30-6:30
10-3

10-3
10-3
2:30-6:30
10-3

10-3
10-3

10-3
10-3

2:30-6:30
2:30-6:30

10-3
10-3



